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How to Print your PDF Sewing Patterns: Are you doing it right?


4/25/2013 08:17:00 PM



Over the last year or so, I've had one or two bag makers ask me why their pattern pieces weren't matching up properly, and it turns out they hadn't printed their pattern pieces the right size.  Also, looking at some recent (gorgeous) wallets that were made from my Necessary Clutch Wallet ePattern, I noticed that some of the zipper pockets are sticking up out of the wallet too high.  They should actually be slightly recessed.  I figured out that the only thing that could cause this was that the wallet exterior was too small, and this is because the pattern pieces weren't printed properly.   I know because I did the same thing myself ;)



On page one of all of my pattern instructions, there are printing instructions, but I don't think we all read these - because we all know how to click print right?  I think when you download a pattern, you open the PDF and you hit print, and THEN you read the instructions, skipping the printing instructions.



	
	Source: The Graphics Fairy




Why we need to change print settings:

Many PDF patterns or downloads have pictures or words that are outside of the "printing area" or in the margins of the page.  Adobe Acrobat has default print setting that scales the page down to fit to the boundaries of the paper size, it's otherwise known as "shrink to fit".  We don't want this!! This will reduce your pattern pieces.



How to change print settings:

When you open your download sewing pattern in Adobe Acrobat, you will use your mouse to click the printer icon or go to "File" and then "Print".  A box will open so you can change your settings.  In the older version of Adobe Acrobat, you will change your print scaling to "None".  In some versions of adobe, you will change it to "no scaling".









And... in the latest version of Adobe Acrobat on a Mac, you make sure your have selected "Actual Size". 






Remember, there is a 1" x 1" test square with your pattern pieces, and it is exactly the right size.  If it is even 1/8th" of an inch too small, your pattern pieces will be too small. 



I've just updated all of my patterns, giving the printing instructions on the front page above the bag photo.  It will now be the first thing you see.  I'll also update my pattern details on my website and Etsy and make sure the printing instructions are there too.



I hope this helps, and happy sewing!
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Janelle @ Emmaline Bags

I'm Janelle, and I run a growing bag making supply and pattern design company up in the very cold areas of Canada. This is the place to find info on upcoming patterns, contests and free sewing tutorials and patterns.
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I just want to share  a tool I've discovered to type on PDFs, just in case you need it one day. PDFFiller.com allows you to upload word forms and PDFs, fill them out neatly online, and then print, eFax, and email the forms. You can also use the tool to get docs digitally signed by third parties for free. http://goo.gl/T7vSj4
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Janelle I am new at this and have the nc mini in my order box but can't find where it shows me what hardware I need to order with it. Thank you in advance.
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	Welcome to the blog! I'm Janelle, and I run a growing bag making supply and pattern design company up in the very cold areas of Canada. This is the place to find info on upcoming patterns, contests & free sewing tutorials and patterns. 
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Make Your Own Vinyl/Leather Look Handbag Straps - A Tutorial

 How awesome do these faux leather vinyl handbag straps look?      The Emmaline Bag with 1" handbag straps.       If you want to make s...






	







The Retreat Bag - A FREE Sewing Tutorial

   UPDATED!!   The Retreat Bag is now available in 2 Sizes!! Please hop over to   THIS POST  to read all about it and see new pictures!!    ...






	







How to Add a Wrist Strap or a Removable Shoulder Strap to your Necessary Clutch Wallet - A Tutorial

     NOTE:  This tutorial is now available as a PDF.   Download Here   I am so completely thrilled that my clutch wallet sewing pattern, The...






	







How to Sew a Zipper Opening in Your Purse or Handbag - A Tutorial

Time for another tutorial!  I've just finished adding instructions for a zipper opening into one of my handmade bags, and thought  - Hey...






	







Free Sewing Tutorial: The Scraptastic Basket (2 Sizes!)

  Scraptastic Basket Shown here in LARGE size.    My thread and fabric scraps are EVERYWHERE, how about yours? I never have enough thread ca...
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A Note


The contents of this blog, including text, original photos and ideas are the sole property of the author.

If you intend to use my text or images, please link back to this blog and give credit to Emmaline Bags & Patterns. A notification email would be greatly appreciated too!

Please do not ever republish an entire post, any tutorials, or post photos of my family.

Thank you, Janelle
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